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Quaestor for Windows v2 
 
Quaestor for Windows was released in 2003 as a 
replacement to Professional Technology’s long-
standing Quaestor and Seriatim legal accounting and 
time recording systems.  Over the past 6 years we 
have continued to develop Quaestor for Windows so 

that now it is at version 1.2 and users of the system should all have been 
receiving regular updates to ensure that they are running this version. 

  
The time has now come, 6 years on, to replace Quaestor for Windows with a 
new version that builds on the existing platform but utilises new technologies 
and provides new and enhanced features.  We are therefore very pleased to 
announce the release of Quaestor for Windows version 2 as a direct 
replacement to the older v1.2 product. 

 
Built on a Proven Core 
 
Quaestor for Windows v2 is built on the tried and tested core of the v1.2 
product and encompasses all of the features and facilities that were in that 
version of the system.   
 
The solid reliability of the older version is carried over into version 2 but the 
new version utilises the latest technologies to ensure that it remains 
compatible with the latest computing environments.  These technologies 
allow the system to provide you with even more features and facilities. 
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Support for New Environments 
 
Quaestor for Windows v2 supports the modern computing environments 
that are being installed in your practice or that you may be considering over 
the coming years. 

 
Client Operating Systems 

 
Windows XP SP3 and Windows Vista SP1 are now supported 
fully by Quaestor for Windows v2.   

 
Support for Windows 98 was removed in January 2008 and support for Windows 
2000 will be removed in June 2009 leaving Windows XP (all versions) and Windows 
Vista (all versions) as the only client operating systems supported. 

 
 
Server Operating Systems 

 
Quaestor for Windows v2 can now be housed on Windows 
Server 2003 R2 and Windows Server 2008.    
 
In addition, Terminal Services or Citrix installations of Quaestor 
for Windows v2 on these platforms are now supported as is 

Microsoft's VDI (Virtual Desktop Infrastructure). 

 
Support for earlier operating systems is maintained back to Windows Server 2000 for the time being. 
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Virtualisation 
 
Quaestor for Windows v2 can now be run in virtual 
PCs or servers using virtualisation technologies from 
either Microsoft or VMware.   
 
You can now run Quaestor for Windows v2 on a variety of virtualised 
platforms from servers to PCs and either locally or through remotely hosted 
services. 

 
 
 
New Data Storage 
 
Quaestor for Windows v2 has built-in support for today’s modern data 
storage systems.  As well as maintaining compatibility with Microsoft Access 
format databases for the smaller practice, Quaestor for Windows v2 now 
supports the latest database engines from Microsoft including SQL Server 
2005 and SQL Server 2008. 
 
These new, powerful data engines not only make Quaestor for Windows v2 
quicker and more flexible but they allow you to interrogate your data in a 
range of new ways too.   
 
SQL Server 2005 and 2008 provide the highest levels of security, reliability, 
and scalability for your business-critical applications and allow you to access 
data from across your practice. 

 
Support for SQL Server 2000 will be maintained for the time being. 
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New Reporting 
 
Upgraded in Quaestor for Windows v2 is the entire 
reporting engine.  Reports are now compatible with the 
new data storage engines and are faster than before.  In 
addition, a new clearer report viewer allows you to preview reports more 
easily, search reports for key data and export the reports in various formats 
including:- 

 
Adobe Acrobat PDF Microsoft Excel   Microsoft Word 
Microsoft XLS  Microsoft Excel (data only) Rich Text Format 
HTML v3.2 and v4.0 Microsoft Word   Text 

 
So now you can analyse your reports in any way you want or send them off to 
others in formats that you know they will be able to read. 

 
 
New Reports 
 
A host of new reports come with Quaestor for 
Windows v2 and many of the old favourites have 
been revamped to give a new look and speedier 
access. 
 
Now you can report on budgeting information, produce grouped nominal 
reports (see Nominal Grouping further on in this document) and historic 
nominal reports like Profit & Loss or Trial Balance from a previous period 
which is something we know many of you have been asking for. 
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New Nominal Grouping & History 
 
In Quaestor for Windows v2 you can now group nominal accounts together 
to produce summary reports or grouped reports such as Balance Sheet and 
Profit & Loss.  For example, you can setup groups for Fees, Other Income, 
Direct Expenses and Overheads to produce a categorised Profit & Loss report. 
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In addition, Quaestor for Windows v2 keeps the historic period-end balances 
for all nominal accounts so you can produce reports for previous periods.  For 
example, a Profit & Loss for last March, a Nominal list as at your last year-end 
or an Income over Expenditure report for the entire financial year showing 
month-by-month analysis.   

 
Unlike some other 
systems Quaestor for 
Windows v2 does not 
limit you to reporting 
on just the current 
financial year but 
allows you to go back 
as far as you like. 
 
You can also use the 
inbuilt reports or 
direct links to 
Microsoft Excel, 
Word, etc. to produce 
the exact report that 
you need. 
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New Budgeting 
 
Basic budgeting has been included in the new version of Quaestor for 
Windows and the matter 
account maintenance module 
has been changed to allow you 
to enter budgets on time 
(work in progress), value of 
time, fees and disbursements.   
 
Warnings can be set at any percentage of budget and you will be informed 
when you reach these set limits whilst posting either time or accounting 
entries. 

 



Quaestor for Windows Version 2 

 

375 High Street, Rochester, Kent, 
ME1 1DA 
DX : 6508, Rochester 
T : 01634 815517, F: 01634 829032 
e-mail : sales@ptuk.co.uk Professional Technology (UK) Ltd 

 

Upgrade Information 
 
Those of you who are still within the initial 3 year license period will get 
Quaestor for Windows v2 free of charge. 
 
Those of you now into your fourth or subsequent years of your license period 
can upgrade by taking out a new 3 year license for version 2.  The license fee 
will be calculated on the number of active matters you have on your system, 
just like your present system, but there will be an upgrade discount starting 
at 15% for upgrades in 2009 and then 10% for upgrades taken out in 2010.  Of 
course, we will credit you for any v1.2 license that still remains operative so 
there is no need to delay your upgrade until your renewal date. 
 
Please contact us by e-mail or telephone (details below) to find out about 
upgrading to Quaestor for Windows v2. 
 
We will continue so support version 1.2 of Quaestor for Windows until January 2011 but there will be no 
further updates to this version. 


